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Worthingway Newsletter: 12-10-18 

Words Matter: 

I spent some time this week in Kelly Remias and Tammy Perkin’s language arts classroom.  Mrs. 

Remias and Mrs. Perkins were implementing a Socratic Circle.  Six students sit in the middle of 

the class, while the rest of the class forms a circle around those students.  A student leader 

creates questions to pose to the students in the middle, based upon a class reading.  Once a 

student in the middle has spoken, one of the students on the outside can tap that student and take 

his or her place.  The teacher’s role is to facilitate the conversation.  It is a remarkable practice to 

see in action, as it is almost fully student led.  Students engage strongly, share opinions, actively 

listen, and connect to texts. 

 

As Mrs. Remias prepared the class for the activity, she stated, “As a community of learners, we 

need structures to share ideas so we can learn from each other.  Please be respectful of each 

other.  Everyone here has an opinion and is valued.” 

 

As I watched the discussion that ensued, it was clear that these were not just words.  The students 

clearly believed Mrs. Remias and Mrs. Perkins.  They do learn from each other, respect each 

other, and value each other’s opinions.  It was awesome to see this in action.  

 

 

12/14, Fri:      International Day 

12/16, Sun:     Girl’s Lacrosse open gym starts 6 – 8 p.m. KMS Gym 

12/17, Mon:   Winter Choir Concert 7:30 – 9 p.m. WW Gym 

12/21, Fri:      End of 2nd Quarter 

12/24, Mon – 1/4, Fri:  No School  - Winter Break  

   _________________________________________________________________________   

 

PTA News: 

Honey Baked Ham fundraiser - If you are considering the gift of a honey baked ham, please buy 

gift certificates online. 20% of all proceeds benefit the programs of PTA. 

 

Upcoming events 

Thursday, Jan. 3 - Blaze Fundraiser  Get a break from your family and see your friends! 

Tuesday, Jan 8 - PTA meeting 

 

Girl’s Lacrosse: 

Girls - Interested in playing the most fun game around?  Come play lacrosse with your friends.  

Never played before, no problem.  Come and check it out.  CARDS girls’ lacrosse will begin on 

Sunday December 16th from 6 to 8 p.m. at the KMS gym.  See you all there. 

 

 

 

https://honeybakedfundraising.com/fundraisers/WMS_PTA?fbclid=IwAR29XsTThOOovIXKoOwsG7FpkTsNl8tkQg6xQ1WXu4FR6dn3OHu80m0ZvRM
https://honeybakedfundraising.com/fundraisers/WMS_PTA?fbclid=IwAR29XsTThOOovIXKoOwsG7FpkTsNl8tkQg6xQ1WXu4FR6dn3OHu80m0ZvRM
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h3rOCz_W610loiFg2oBK3q1FrBcdCBm1/view?fbclid=IwAR3Qlq83BINIDx9y0ULLTKI4VbHnoANL4CROXDMvK67HUN-lNLLULyBEKe8


 

Worthington Cotillion: 

Registration is open for the Worthington Cotillion 7th and 8th grade 2019 Dinner Etiquette classes 

in February.  Please visit Cotillion for information and to register.   

 

What’s new in the classroom! 

 

Global Languages: 

Spanish 

Ms. Fellows 

In need of ideas for small gifts for your student?  How about some pencils? Students are always 

in need of writing utensils!!   

 

Spanish 1a students are learning about how to describe themselves and others.  Tis the season for 

students to study vocabulary at home. Remind your student to review their vocabulary 10-15 

minutes a day (both old and new vocabulary).  They can even set due dates in Quizlet and 

Quizlet will send them notifications to study!! GimKit is also up and running and classes are 

competing against each other. In addition, students will be completing listening activities 

(nuggets) based on the Víctor readings that will tie in all of their description vocabulary.  

 

Spanish 1b students are finishing up learning about tener phrases and ir a.  They will be applying 

this knowledge to make plans to go to the movies with reactions, invitations and excuses all 

swirled together.  Remind your student to review vocabulary including time! 

 

Mrs. Newcomb 

Sra. Newcomb's 1a students have been learning the tricky concept of adjective agreement.  They 

have a summative assessment this week- probably on Tuesday.  They should be studying and 

reviewing our large vocabulary list as well as using their formative to guide their review.  We 

will switch into reviewing and practice the essential questions and answers for Units 1 and 2 at 

the end of the week.  There will be a binder check before winter break so papers should be kept 

and organized so that each student can quickly find the documents I ask them to find in a 

scavenger hunt type binder check.   

 

Sra. Newcomb's 1b students are gearing up to be assessed on their ability to make plans with 

each other.  There will be a written formative and summative assessment and then we will take 

those skills live.  Students will be grouped, be given a list of movies and times and a copy of a 

weekend schedule for themselves.  They will need to figure out (together and in Spanish!) which 

movie and time they can all go to without looking at each other's schedules or speaking in 

English.  :-)  Fun, real life stuff.  :-) 

 

Language Arts: 

Ms. Beasley 

Students just finished taking their second writing diagnostic. Next week we will work on editing 

and revising those argument essays.  

 

Ms. Hill/Ms. Baker 

Next week, we'll be giving our second argument writing diagnostic. 8th-grade writers have been 

working on improving their introduction and elaboration within argument writing. We will look 

for improvement in those two areas of the writing rubric. Students will also finish reading 

our novel Discovering Wes Moore. 

https://www.worthingtoncotillion.com/7th-8th-grade-dinner


 

 

Mrs. Perkins 

Students will be completing any missing work. They will view a video of a Holocaust survivor. 

All classes will also work on a mini-WWII research project. They will have to complete a 

webquest, create three slides, and do a presentation. All instructions and examples are on Google 

Classroom.  

 

Ms. Wilson 

 All classes will finish "Night," as well as continue to work on vocabulary, conflict and theme.  

Students should also continue to read their independent novels. 

 

   

Science: 

Mrs. Spencer 

Having completed a study of the plates on Earth we are now learning about tsunamis.  The one in 

2004 impacted many people in a very negative way.  The more recent tsunami in Japan did not 

have as severe a consequence.  We are comparing the two response systems and identifying the 

steps taken to help us better plan for disasters like tsunamis. 

 

Social Studies: 

Ms. Speicher 

8th Grade Social Studies: Students are wrapping up their trial of the British Massacre, and 

beginning our study of the American Revolutionary War. 

 

7th Grade Social Studies: Students are beginning simulations in which they will recreate the 

social class inequalities of the Patrician and the Plebeian Classes in the Roman Republic.  

 

Music: 

Mr. Reed 
7th Grade Choir is eagerly polishing their songs for the upcoming Winter Choir Concert on 

December 17th in the WMS Gym. They are also learning self-assessment skills and what criteria 

to use to evaluate their own performances. 

 

8th Grade Choir is also polishing their music and looking forward to a number of performances 

in and out of school. The 8th grade choir will be caroling in the Worthingway neighborhood on 

Friday Dec. 14th from 5pm-6:30pm. They will also perform in the WMS Winter Choir Concert 

on Monday the 17th. Members of the choir may also be seen caroling at the Worthington Inn on 

December 20th and we are super excited to announce that the Worthingway 8th Grade Choir will 

serve as the opening act for the professional vocal group The Rose Ensemble on Jan 5th when 

they appear in Columbus OH.  

 

7th Grade General Music just completed their Ukulele unit in which they learn how to play folk 

song melodies and accompany a singer with chords. They have now moved on to a short 

keyboard unit in which they will be introduced to the basics of playing piano. 

 

8th Grade General Music is deep into a much longer piano unit. They have learned a great deal 

of music theory, including how to measure and build intervals and chords. They are now 

applying this knowledge to their piano playing and learning how to read song charts.  

 

This year’s musical will be Singing in the Rain Jr.  



 

 

Students who like to act, sing or dance should come join the show. We are also looking for 

responsible and reliable student to join stage crew and help run the show. Students interested in 

being part of cast or crew should join the google classroom with code: 8vqoplr - and register 

using the form posted there. Much much more information is available in the google classroom. 

You can email Mr. Reed at jreed@wscloud.org if you have any questions.   

 

School Office: 

Mrs. Swearengen 

Ms. Trueman 
If students need in the building before the doors unlock for the day, please have your student 

come to Door 1 by the office. We will be happy to buzz them in to the school. 

 

A reminder to please call the office at (614) 450-4300 if your student is absent for the day or 

plans to arrive late. You may call this number 24/7 and leave a voicemail if the office is closed. 

 

Lunchroom News: 

Mrs. Johnson 

Breakfast: 

Monday:  Cinnamon Pancakes or cereal/cheese stick, juice, milk 

Tuesday:  Apple or Cherry Frudel or cereal/cheese stick, juice, milk 

Wednesday:  French Toast or cereal/cheese stick, juice, milk 

Thursday:  Ultimate Breakfast Bar or cereal/cheese stick, juice, milk 

Friday:  Super Donut or cereal/cheese stick, juice, milk 

 

Lunch:   

Monday:  Chicken Tenders w/ dinner roll or cheese pizza, sweet corn, celery sticks, seasonal 

fruit, milk 

Tuesday:  mac & cheese or pepperoni pizza, green peas, grape tomatoes, seasonal fruit, milk 

Wednesday:  Breakfast for lunch or cheese pizza, hash browns, carrots, seasonal fruit, milk 

Thursday:  Beef tacos or pepperoni pizza, black beans, salad, seasonal fruit, milk 

Friday:  Bosco sticks with Marinara, sweet potato fries, cucumber slices, seasonal fruit, milk 

 

 

mailto:jreed@wscloud.org

